THE INEXOEABLE JUSTICE OF SHAN TIEN

" May the Unseen weigh your labours!" exclaimed
Wong Ts'in in a two-edged voice, and he departed,

When he reached his house he would have closed
himself in his own chamber with himself had not
Wei Chang persisted that he sought his master's
inner ear with a heavy project. This interruption
did not please Wong Ts'in, for he had begun to
recognise the day as being unlucky, yet Chang
succeeded by a device in reaching his side, bearing
in his hands a guarded burden.

Though no written record of this memorable
interview exists, it is now generally admitted that
Wei Chang either involved himself in an unbear-
ably attenuated caution before he would reveal his
errand, or else that he made a definite allusion to
Fa Fai with a too sudden conciseness, for the slaves
who stood without heard Wong Ts'in clear his
voice of all restraint and express himself freely
on a variety of subjects. But this gave place to
a subdued murmur, ending with the ceremonial
breaking of a plate, and later Wong Ts'in beat
upon a silver bell and called for wine and fruit.

The next day Fang presented himself a few
gong-strokes later than the appointed time, and
being met by an unbending word he withdrew the
labour of those whom he controlled. Thenceforth
these men, providing themselves with knives and
axes, surrounded the gate of the earth-yards and
by the pacific argument of their attitudes succeeded
in persuading others who would willingly have
continued at their task that the air of Wong Ts'in's
sheds was not congenial to their health. Towards
Wei Chang, whose efforts they despised, they
raised a cloud of derision, and presently noticing
'that henceforth he invariably clad himself in lower
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